
Well Brethren, I very much doubt, when we were popping corks, 

singing verses of ‘Auld Lang Syne’ and wishing friends, family and 

neighbours a Happy New Year; that anyone could have predicted what 

lay ahead!  

I pray Brethren that you will all stay safe and that we will come 

through this ordeal stronger and most importantly together.  

As you are aware the majority of the local Heads of Orders 

administered out of Mark Masons Hall were able to release a joint 

statement of local suspension in September and I thank them for their 

cooperation. The response from Brethren was greatly supportive, and 

appreciative of a clear direction. 

I must now offer my grateful thanks to those Officers who are stepping 

down today for the support they gave during the time available. This 

Pandemic may have robbed you of a few months of you year in Office, 

but worry not, if we can make amends, please be assured that we will.  

Obviously I extend hearty congratulation to all those Brethren who 

receive appointment to and promotion in Provincial Grand Lodge this 

morning; I very much look forward to working with you in the year 

ahead…hopefully. That being said some appointments may be carried 

over for a second year due to the lack of Qualifying Masters feeding 

through from lodges that have not met since before March. 

Unfortunately, due to the cancellation of Grand Lodge we were unable 

to celebrate in our usual manner the appointments to or Promotion in 

Grand Rank; but I know that you will join me in offering hearty 

congratulations to W.Bro. Howard Smith who was appointed to the 

Active Rank of A.G.D.C., W.Bro’s. James and John Ashmore both 

appointed P.A.G.D.C., W.Bro. Graham Eden appointed to the Rank of 

P.G.Std.B. and W.Bro. Steve Mingo on his Promotion to P.G.J.D. 

We also offer our warmest congratulations to both W.Bro. Nigel 

Bridges and W.Bro. Barrington Trumper who will be appointed to 



R.A.M.G.R. in December, as will W.Bro. Max Pipe, nominated by 

Staffordshire and Shropshire but a valued Past Master of Mancetter 

Mark Lodge in Warwickshire. 

 

Brethren you will be aware that a Mark Provincial hardship fund was 

established as a temporary measure to assist Brethren with respect to 

their Lodge Subscription in the short term which will remain in place 

for the coming months as we find our way out of the pandemic.  

Earlier in the year I gave an assurance that there would not be an 

appeal from the Province in these trying times and that your Provincial 

dues would this year would be diverted to the WMBF which was duly 

done. 

Brethren I can now inform you that the Provincial dues for 2021 will 

be waived so that Lodge Treasurers can hopefully avoid having to 

increase Subscription in this coming year. 

I would now like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all Lodge Almoners 

and Charity Stewards for the commendable way I know that you have 

all regularly checked on the health and wellbeing of your members, 

please keep up your good work; and should any of you need assistance 

please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

I must also extend my grateful thanks to the Provincial Grand Almoner 

and Provincial Grand Charity Steward for their sterling efforts during 

this Pandemic, the unsung heroes of the Province who work so hard 

on our behalf behind the scenes.  

W.Bro. Paul Mason who deals with many sensitive and distressing 

issues via hundreds of personal phone calls has also undertaken to 

send out Birthday Greetings to every member of the province. 

W.Bro. Nigel Clemson whose hard work and dedication has not only 

ensured that every Mark Lodge in the Province has now achieved 

Grand Patron Status for their contributions to the Mark Benevolent 



Fund, including 10 upgrades of lodge honorific status and the delivery 

of 8 individual honorific jewels since March, but has also secured a 

grant in excess of £6,000 to replace a much needed boiler in the 

premises of a local charity for the homeless and a guaranteed grant of 

£100,000 for the new complex at the Birmingham Women’s Hospital 

for those dealing with still birth and baby death.  

These thanks I also extend to the other members of the Executive who 

have joined with me in trying to contact every member of the Province 

with a personal phone call which we will continue to do. 

You may recall that the WMBF was the beneficiary of an extremely 

generous legacy from the estate of the late Mrs Mary Jones, widow of 

the late W.Bro. Wyn Jones and it was thought appropriate to mark this 

most generous gift in some way. Thanks to the hard work of V.W.Bro. 

Stephen Wright, a duly dedicated commemorative bench has now 

been installed at the Little Aston Recreation Ground. 

Brethren, legacies are a guaranteed way of ensuring that the WMBF 

can continue to carry out its wonderful works and V.W.Bro. Wright will 

be writing to you all with further information on how this can be done 

early in the New Year. 

Brethren, some of you may have noticed that we have a new website 

and I must thank all involved for their hard work and patience in 

getting it up and running before today’s meeting, in particular, W.Bro. 

Ian Belsham, Prov.G.Sec. and W.Bro. Sebastian Samperi, the 

Webmaster. Please make your way to warksmarkpgl.co.uk - use this 

website, there is much of interest to us all there, and to keep it lively 

and useful, please send us any snippets of news, photos or 

information about events which we can share. 

 

Thank you Brethren we wish you all a Happy Christmas and a peaceful 

New Year. 



May the Great Overseer and Supreme Commander of the Universe 

keep you in his loving care. 


